AIR   BOMBING  ON   THE   FRONTIER          Ilj
This is the considered opinion of one who had
been very closely engaged in police work all along
the border. I am not competent to judge its
purely military value, but I give it for what it
is worth.
If, then, we are called upon to sum up the evidence
for and against the exceptional use of air-bombing,
as it has been practised by the R.A.F. on punitive
expeditions, a strong claim could probably be made
out showing that it has been so far relatively free
from those cruelties which have been inflicted else-
where in different parts of the world. It is, however,
on the moral side that the case against its retention
becomes quite unanswerable* For to allow it any-
where must inevitably mean, sooner or later, to
allow it everywhere. If Great Britain claims the use
of it in India, France will claim the use of it in
Africa. To make an exception at all is at once to
weaken the moral argument against it in such a
manner that in war-time it will immediately be
employed without any restraint whatever.
We have seen this, not only in the World War
itself, but in every local war since. In North China,
in Abyssinia, in Spain, its exceptional use has been
explained as a military necessity by those who
commanded the greatest number of air bombing
machines. The bombing itself has become more and
more ruthless, until every principle of humanity has
been abandoned in order to gain a rapid success
over the enemy. The horrors that have ensued
would have been regarded as incredible and unthink-